
CLAYTON HALL ACADEMY  
Faculty and Department Curriculum and Assessment Handbook 

Name of Faculty/Department: International Studies/History 

Our Curriculum Intent  

At Clayton Hall Academy, the International Studies Faculty has been established to serve the needs of the community by nurturing a multi-lingual, multi-literate and multi-

cultural experience, preparing students to be thoughtful, engaged and educated citizens of a globally aware society. 

This is underpinned by Gold Standard Quality First Teaching meaning high quality inclusive teaching, together with our continuous whole school processes for assessing, 

planning, implementing, tracking, monitoring and reviewing student’s progress, we specifically pledge to develop: 

• Student autonomy 

• Actively involved and engaged learning 

• Cultural enrichment and awareness 

• Communication capabilities 

• Skills specific to the study of International Studies 

 

Gold Standard Teaching and Learning across the Faculty - (and subject specific to History) 

• As well as the general Gold Standard T&L pedagogy (as listed in the bullet points below), the nine historical thinking skills are intrinsically built into the SOW from 

Y7 through to Y11.  These skills are: Interpretation, comparison, contextualization, synthesis, causation, patterns of continuity and change over time and 

Periodisation. These are grouped into four categories: Analysing Historical Sources and Evidence, Making Historical Connections, Chronological Reasoning, and 

Creating and Supporting an Historical Argument. 

• Effective seating plans to be available, highlighting students who are PP, SEN and G&T 

• Assessment maps, interweaved with PLC’s, to be integral in developing a students’ autonomy and understanding of their own progression and target setting 

• Regular use of subject specific terminology (supporting Tier 3 Language Skills) to be used by the teacher and students, across both Key Stages, , so that the students 

retention skills are developed, supporting the higher grades at GCSE Level.  This is a key focus for 2019 – 2020. 

• Appropriate differentiation 

• Stretch and challenge through questioning, modelling (both student and teacher) and via the variety of tasks set 

• Assessment for learning 

• Effective use of summative data to inform short, medium and long-term planning 

• DIRT 

• Pair work, group work and independent work  



Long Term Curriculum and Assessment Plan – Key Stage 3 
Year 7 

When? What we are Learning and Assessing 
e.g. Topics/ Skills etc 

How we are Assessing 
e.g. Extended writing, Project, exam etc 

Links Backwards and Forward 
When was it last covered & when next? 

Autumn 1 

Uses and abuses of History – This introduces the 

concept of using sources and the work of a 

historian 

Cheddar Man – Evidential thinking 

History of Clayton Hall– Local study using sources 

Extended writing project – Task is to produce a 

guide book on the history of Clayton Hall 

Academy 

Students may have some understanding of what 

history is and the work of a historian from 

Primary School. The work we do here is very 

important for the remainder of the course as it 

involves lots of source work.  

The work on Cheddar Man provides a good basis 

for the Black Tudors unit which we study later in 

Y7.  

Autumn 2 

How did a Norman become the King of England? 

- Causation 

What was the impact of the Norman invasion? - 

Consequence 

 

Essay question on the methods of control used 

by William I.  We examine Castles, the Feudal 

system, the Domesday book and the Harrying of 

the North. 

12 mark essay style question is a feature of the 

GCSE course. 

This unit introduces key concepts of chronology 

which will be built on for later units.  

Spring 1 

Medieval Monarchs – Chronological 

understanding and Diversity 

 

Who was the most successful medieval 

monarch? – extended writing piece (Non-GCSE 

specific) 

The extended writing provides a useful starting 

point for students to learn how to structure 

paragraphs.  

The unit of Medieval Monarchs provides an 

excellent grounding in chronology and also has 

good links for the Black Death where students 

again come to realise which monarchs were 

around during this time i.e. Mansa Musa.  

Spring 2 

The Black Death and Peasant’s Revolt –

Significance 

Why was the Black Death and Peasants revolt 

significant? 

Links back to medieval monarchs and the 

chronology grounding students received from 

that unit. Idea of revolt and protest are key 

concepts to revisit in future topics i.e. 

Suffragettes.  

Source skills are needed for the duration of the 

History course so skills developed here will be 

returned to. 

Summer 1 
Black Tudors 

The English Civil War 

Black Tudors Knowledge Assessment Links back to Cheddar Man where students 

looked at the first black person in Britain.  



When? What we are Learning and Assessing 
e.g. Topics/ Skills etc 

How we are Assessing 
e.g. Extended writing, Project, exam etc 

Links Backwards and Forward 
When was it last covered & when next? 

Tudors will also be revisited at GCSE when we 

study Early Elizabethan England 1558-1588.  

Summer 2 

Experiences of Empire and Industrial Revolution - 

Interpretations 

Before and During Slavery – Change  

Extended writing piece discussing the impact of 

the Empire and Slavery. 

Empire – links back to Black Tudors and Black 

Death which introduced key concepts such as 

travel and trade. 

Slavery also links back to the Black Tudors unit 

by showing how attitudes to black people 

changed in Britain and provides important 

context for future study of Civil Rights in the USA 

and Crime and Punishment in Britain where we 

consider issues of racial discrimination in the UK.  

 

  



Year 8 

When? What we are Learning and Assessing 
e.g. Topics/ Skills etc 

How we are Assessing 
e.g. Extended writing, Project, exam etc 

Links Backwards and Forward 
When was it last covered & when next? 

Autumn 1 
and 2 

World War One: 

What were the causes of World War One? 

Causation 

What was the contribution of the forgotten 

armies of World War One? Diversity 

 

Describe two features of... (4 marks) 

Explain two consequences of…(8 marks) 

GCSE questions. 

These questions will assess how far students 

can engage with source analysis. 

Links back to previous work looking at the 
presence and contribution of black people in 
Britain and the development of the Empire. 
Links forward to Russia unit where we study 
Russia’s experience of World War One and the 
Tsar’s failings here.  

Spring 1 

Russia –  

What were the causes of the Russian 

Revolution? Causation 

How did life change under Lenin? Change and 

Continuity 

 

Exam questions judging the impact of the 

Russian Revolution 

Describe two features of... (4 marks) 

Explain two consequences…(8 marks) 

 

Links back to WW1 study as Russia were also 
involved in the First World War. 
Links forward to GCSE Cold War study by 
introducing concepts such as communism, 
capitalism and democracy. 

Spring 2 

1920s USA –  

Was the USA the land of the free? 

Interpretations 

‘1920s America was a land of opportunity’. How far do 

you agree? You could refer to the following in your 

answer 

 

Links back to Russia as a useful comparison on a 
capitalist society. Students should be able to 
articulate the difference between these two 
nations.  
Links forward to civil rights unit as we begin here 
looking at the experience of black people in 
1920s America.  

Summer 1 

World War Two:  dedicated monuments 

Interpretations & contextualising history  

 

Rise of Hitler and life under the Nazi party 

Causation 

World War Two: Extended writing piece for 

students to discuss controversial WW2 

monuments. 

 

Students will consult varying historical 

interpretations as to the reasons explaining the 

rise  of Hitler.  They will show similarities and 

differences between these interpretations. 

Links back to WW1 looking at how the First 
World War contributed to the rise of Hitler and 
the Nazi party. Links forward to Cold War unit 
where we look at the collapse of the Nazi party 
and the implications of this for Germany.  

Summer 2 

Holocaust 

How and why did the Holocaust happen? 

Causation 

Extended writing piece to reflect on the key 

messages of studying this unit.  

Links back to the rise of Hitler and the Nazi party.  

 

  



Long Term Curriculum and Assessment Plan – Key Stage 4 
Year 9 

When? What we are Learning and Assessing 
e.g. Topics/ Skills etc 

How we are Assessing 
e.g. Extended writing, Project, exam etc 

Links Backwards and Forward 
When was it last covered & when next? 

Autumn 1 

Anglo Saxon Crime and Punishment –  
 
 
Early modern crime and punishment  
 

GCSE question – 16 mark ‘How far do you 
agree?’ This question will focus on the Saxon 
Justice system and whether it can be viewed to 
be primitive or sophisticated. 
 
GCSE 12 mark question on witchcraft 

Links back to the Normans unit from year 7 
where students looked at how the Normans 
became the rulers of England.  
Links back to units on Tudors which established 
chronology of the Early modern period. 

Autumn 2 
1750-1900 –Crime and Punishment – How 
crimes have changed 

GCSE question – 12 mark ‘Explain why;  Links back to units looking at Empire and the 
Industrial Revolution which established 
chronology of the Industrial period.  

Spring 1 
1900 – Present day Crime and Punishment – 
How crimes have changed 

GCSE question – 16 mark ‘How far do you 
agree?’ 

Links back to study of black people’s experiences 
in Britain when studying racial discrimination in 
the UK.  

Spring 2 

Whitechapel case study Practise exam completed in class Links back to Y7 study of Industrial Revolution 
where students explored the idea of life in the 
towns and the issues that arose from this mass 
migration.   

Summer 1 

Early Elizabethan England – Unit 1 GCSE question – 16 mark ‘How far do you agree’ Links back to the study of Black Tudors from Y7 
which introduced the ruling kings and queens of 
this period along with ideas about society and 
travel.  

Summer 2 
Early Elizabethan England – Unit 1 PPE 1 

 
As above 

 

  



Year 10 

When? What we are Learning and Assessing 
e.g. Topics/ Skills etc 

How we are Assessing 
e.g. Extended writing, Project, exam etc 

Links Backwards and Forward 
When was it last covered & when next? 

Autumn 1 
Elizabeth Unit 2 – Challenges at home and 
abroad 

GCSE exam question – 16 mark ‘How far do you 
agree’  

Links back to year 7 unit looking at Black Tudors. 

Autumn 2 
Elizabeth Unit 3 – Elizabethan society GCSE exam question – 12 mark – ‘Explain why’ Links back to year 7 unit looking at Black Tudors . 

Spring 1 
Early Elizabethan England revision PPE 2  

Spring 2 

Superpower Relations & the Cold War – Unit 1 
Origins of the Cold War 

GCSE exam question – 8 mark- ‘Importance of’ Links back to Y8 study of the Russian Revolution. 
Links forward to our unit on Vietnam where 
students need to understand concepts such as 
containment, domino theory, communism and 
capitalism.  

Summer 1 
Superpower Relations & the Cold War – Unit 2 
Cold War Crises 

GCSE exam question – 8 mark- ‘Narrative 
account’ 

As above 

Summer 2 
Superpower Relations & the Cold War  PPE 3 

 
As above 

 

  



Year 11 

When? What we are Learning and Assessing 
e.g. Topics/ Skills etc 

How we are Assessing 
e.g. Extended writing, Project, exam etc 

Links Backwards and Forward 
When was it last covered & when next? 

Autumn 1 
Superpower Relations & the Cold War – Unit 3 
The end of the Cold War 

GCSE exam question – 8 mark- ‘Consequences 
of’ 

As above 

Autumn 2 
Superpower Relations & the Cold War & 
Elizabeth revision 

PPE 4  

Spring 1 
USA: Conflict at Home and Abroad GCSE exam question – 16 mark question on 

interpretations  
Links back to Cold War. Conflict at home aspect 
links back to Y7 study of slavery and Y8 study of 
1920s USA.  

Spring 2 
USA: Conflict at Home and Abroad PPE 5 Links back to Cold War. Conflict at home aspect 

links back to Y7 study of slavery and Y8 study of 
1920s USA. 

Summer 1 
Revision Revising/practicing exam questions in revision  

 

  



Key Stage 4 Examination Overview 
Exam Board Details: Pearson Edexcel GCSE History 

Paper 1 – 1 hour and 15 minutes - 30%* of the qualification: Thematic study and the historic environment: Crime and punishment in Britain, c1000-present and 

Whitechapel, c1870-1900, policing and inner city. 

Paper 2 – 1 hour and 45 minutes – 40%* of the qualification: Period study and British depth study: Early Elizabethan England, 1558-1588 and Superpower relations and the 

Cold War, 1941-91 

Paper 3: 1 hour and 20 minutes – 30%* of the qualification Modern depth study: The USA, 1954-75: conflict at home and abroad. 

 

What resources could I buy or borrow that will help my child? 
 

www.pearsonschoolandfecolleges.co.uk  

 

Get any print combined Revision Guide and workbook for the schools’ price of £2.70* (RRP £5.99) for the module titles listed above. 

 

These books can also be purchased from Amazon but for a higher price. 

 

What are the key websites or Apps that my child could use? 
 

www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize - BBC Bitesize has an Edexcel section where pupils can select our units of learning. 
www.senecalearning.com – Good for revision for a range of subjects, just ensure that you search for ‘History Edexcel GCSE’ 
https://www.historylearningsite.co.uk/ - you can search for several topics including many of our areas of study. 

https://spartacus-educational.com/ - Academic encyclopaedias available here for reading. 
 

What can I do to encourage my child to take further interest in History?   

Any documentaries about the topics that we study at GCSE will help to consolidate knowledge and applied to several circumstances. Other methods of 
engagement include: 
 
Books 

✓ The Five by Hallie Rubenhold 

✓ Cold War: for forty-five years the world held its breath by Jeremy Isaacs & Taylor Downing 

Documentaries and films 

✓ The Cold War – CNN – The Cold War Documentary found on YouTube. 

✓ Crime and Punishment – Tony Robinson Series Documentary 

http://www.pearsonschoolandfecolleges.co.uk/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize
http://www.senecalearning.com/
https://www.historylearningsite.co.uk/
https://spartacus-educational.com/


✓ Blood Queens documentary 

✓ Elizabeth (1998) 

✓ Elizabeth: The Golden Age 

✓ Timelines TV – YouTube channel 

✓ BBC teach – women’s history playlist 

✓ BBC Teach History playlist 

✓ Smithsonian magazine 

✓ History Extra – YouTube 

✓ BBC History YouTube playlist 

History Podcast 

✓ BBC You’re Dead to Me – Greg Jenner 

✓ BBC In Our Time with Melvyn Bragg 

✓ History Extra on Spotify 

✓ Dan Snow’s History Hit 

✓ BBC World Service – Witness 

✓ Histories of the Unexpected 

✓ HistoryPod – On this day in history pod 
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