
Why should I study RE at GCSE?
…I don’t want to become a vicar!

“I feel like RE has a bad label when really 
it is brilliant! 

I am really happy I decided to take RE 
GCSE because you learn about other 

people’s opinions and it gives people an 
open mind for the future”



Why RE?

• RE offers distinctive opportunities to promote pupils’ spiritual, moral, social 
and cultural development. 

• RE lessons offer a structured and safe space during curriculum time for 
reflection, discussion, dialogue and debate. 

• Lessons allow for timely and sensitive responses to be made to unforeseen 
events of a religious, moral or philosophical nature, whether local, national or 
global. (NATRE)



Myths vs Facts 

Myth: RE lessons are about being religious

Fact: They are not – RE contributes greatly to understanding the diversity of religion 
and non-religious belief in our community and the world today. It also helps to foster 
young people’s own spiritual and moral development.

Myth: Religious Studies GCSE and A level are easy, just another ‘studies’, isn’t it?

Fact: Religious Studies is Religious Education – it is not a softer studies subject. RS, 
whether at GCSE or A level, is a rigorous humanities subject. Young people find RS to 
be challenging and academically rewarding. It equips them to understand morality, 
ethics and credibility of evidence. It is recognised as providing suitable preparation for 
degree courses by top universities.
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RE at Clayton Hall Academy 
What do we study?

Students will learn how religion, philosophy and ethics form the basis of our 
culture, and develop valuable skills that will help prepare them for further study. 

Students study the beliefs and practices of both Christians and Buddhists.

Further to this students study four ethical topics: Relationships and family life, 
Religion and Life, Peace and conflict and Crime and punishment. Through the 
ethical topics students have the opportunity to consider and evaluate a number 
of current and ethical issues including: cohabitation, marriage, divorce, family 
life, environmental issues, animal testing, abortion, death, euthanasia, weapons 
of mass destruction, terrorism, conscientious objectors, peace makers, types of 
crime, reasons for crime, aims of punishment and types of punishment



RE at Clayton Hall Academy 
How are the students assessed?
One exam based on the religious components, and a second based on the four 
ethical themes. 

Each exam is worth 96 marks, plus 6 marks for spelling, punctuation and 
grammar (SPaG) Both have an equal weighting of 50% of the overall GCSE. 

Questions: Each paper has a common structure of four five-part questions of 1, 
2, 4, 5 and 12 marks.



What do our students say about RE?

“GCSE RE helps us to 
understand people’s 

differences” 

“I enjoy RE because I like the debate 
involved... It encourages me to think 
Philosophically and to understand my 
own values. I can use the exam skills 
across my other subjects”

“GCSE RE opens your 
mind and makes you 

more accepting of 
other people and their 

beliefs.”

“I chose RE because I thought it 
would be fun and interesting it 
is really good to learn about 
what the different religions 
believe compared to what I 
believe and what I though they 
believed... You should pick RE”

“As a class we really enjoy discussion -
RE gives us plenty of opportunity to do 
this. This helps everyone to understand 
in a different way. It’s a really varied 
and interesting subject and really 
makes you think!”


