
Why should I study History?



Why History?
• Develop your understanding of events, periods and societies in the past, both in Britain and 

the wider world.

• Learning about the past helps us to better understand the present. We understand issues 
that occur in the modern world.

• We learn to appreciate our heritage and understand how we got here

• We get to think critically – asking questions, arguing our views and questioning what others 
tell us. 

• History is a well-respected academic subject which provides a brilliant background for 
anyone wishing to follow a career in law, politics, journalism, teaching and many others!



Myths vs Facts 

Myth: History is just ‘stuff in the past’

Fact: History is not the ‘past’ but people’s interpretations of the past. This is 
why historians continue to write books and articles about the past. We 
constantly change our views and opinions as we find out more information. 
One of the best things about History is that we can all have our own opinions.   

Myth: History is just too many dates

Fact: The study of history is more than just learning dates. As part of our 
course, we study people, places and events and we look at why things 
happened as well as the consequences. 



Sourced from Youtube



What careers can History lead to?

Research 

& Many 
more 

Journalism

Law

Politics Broadcasting

Marketing



Famous History graduatesFilmmaker, author, 
broadcaster and journalist 
Louis Theroux earned a 

first-class degree from the 
University of  Oxford. 

A University of Cambridge 

History graduate, Sacha Baron 

Cohen may love to play different 

characters, but his genuine 

intelligence is always on show.

Dianne Abbott

The first BAME woman to hold a seat in the 

House of Commons, Dianne Abbott studied 

History at Cambridge. Before becoming an 

MP for Labour, Abbott worked for the civil 

service and the media.

Elana Kagan

Appointed to the US Supreme Court by 

Barack Obama, Elena Kagan was the first 

woman to serve there as Solicitor 

General. She graduated from Princeton 

University with a History degree.



History all around us

Studying history helps us to understand the struggle 
for equality and the reasons for protests such as 

Black Lives Matter

We explore the reasons for 
ongoing tensions between 

Russia and the Western World

We understand political views and the 
extreme actions taken by others

Who are our heroes? How do we remember the past?



History at Clayton Hall Academy 
What do we study?
We cover a wide range of topics that will engage you and challenge your 
thinking. 

Paper 1 – Crime and Punishment through time c.1000-Present day. Case study 
on Whitechapel in 1888.

Paper 2 – Superpower Relations & the Cold War 1941-1990 & Early Elizabethan 
England 1558-1588

Paper 3 – USA: Conflict at Home and Abroad 1954-1975 (Civil Rights & the 
Vietnam War)



History at Clayton Hall Academy 
How are the students assessed?
We follow the Edexcel specification. There are three exam papers in total. 
Students will be assessed based on four assessment objectives (A0s). These are 
A01: Demonstrate knowledge and understanding, A02: Explain and analyse 
historical events and periods, AO3: Analyse, evaluate and use sources and A04: 
Make judgements about interpretations.

Paper 1 is worth 30% of your overall grade, paper 2 is worth 40% and paper 3 
is worth 30%.

Questions: Questions vary from short 4 mark descriptive questions to longer 
essay questions worth 12-16 marks. 



What do our students say about History?

“We get to argue and 
share our opinions”

“We learn shocking and surprising 
things that we never knew before. I 
particularly enjoyed learning about 
Whitechapel where Jack the Ripper 

committed his terrible crimes”

“We learn lots of 
interesting things 
about the world”

“History helps us to better 
understand people in the past. 

We learn about people like 
Elizabeth I, who faced lots of 
problems but was a strong, 

determined woman who stood 
up against these dangers”

“It is interesting to learn how current 
issues like Black Lives Matter came 
about and the history behind the 

movement”


