
Why should I study Geography at 
GCSE?

…I don’t want to become cartographer!

I like the debates and 
discussion we have in 

lessons about issues that are 
affecting the world today!

I like the range of different 
topics we do and the 

different places I have learnt 
about.

I like doing a range different 
activities, its not just taking 

notes all the time.

We do lots of practice for 
assessments in lessons so I 
have improved my results 

each time.



Why Geography?

Geography is a broad based academic subject which will open up options for you in 
your future. Employers and universities see geography as a robust academic subject 
rich in transferable skills, knowledge and understanding. 

Its about the world you live in today and explores what it could look like tomorrow!

As a subject linking the arts and the sciences it is highly flexible in terms of what you 
can combine it with, both at GCSE and A Level. If you choose to take geography on to 
university there are literally hundreds of courses to choose from and the range of 
career areas accessed by graduates of geography will probably surprise you.



Why Geography?



So many to 
choose from!



Famous Geographers?

Basketball great Michael Jordan graduated 
with a degree in geography from the 
University of North Carolina Chapel Hill in 
1986. Jordan took several courses in the 
regional geography of the Americas. 



Famous Geographers?
Sarah Elizabeth Curtis, FBA, FRGS, FAcSS is a 
British geographer and academic, specialising in 
health geography. 

From 2006 to 2016, she was Professor of Health 
and Risk at Durham University; she is now 
Professor Emeritus. A graduate of St Hilda's 
College, Oxford, she was Director of the Institute 
of Hazard Risk and Resilience at Durham 
between 2012 and 2016.

Her recent work has involved studying the 
spread of COVID-19.



Rob Andrew (born 1963) is a former 
England Rugby Union Player and 
Professional Rugby Director of the Rugby 
Football Union who studied geography 
at Cambridge University. 

Famous Geographers?



Famous Geographers?

Sir David Frederick Attenborough is an 
English broadcaster and natural 
historian. He is best known for writing 
and presenting. He won a scholarship to 
Clare College, Cambridge in 1945, where 
he studied geology and zoology and 
obtained a degree in natural sciences.



Famous Geographers?

The most famous former geography student is 
Prince William (the Duke of Cambridge) of the 
United Kingdom who studied geography at the 
University of St. Andrews in Scotland; having 
switched from studying the history of art. He 
received his Scottish master's degree in 2005. 

Prince William utilised his navigational skills to 
serve in the Royal Air Force as a helicopter pilot.

One day he will become King of England!



What will we study?
There are three main areas of study for this course:

• Changing Places – Changing Economics
In this unit you will look at the changes in urban and rural communities around the world. 
We look at topics like shopping and how globalisation influences our lives everyday! 
Consider where will everyone live if the population keeps growing?

• Changing Environments
In this unit you will look at the physical changes happening in our world, for example how 
do rivers shape the land, how our coastline is being worn away and what might happen if 
global temperature rise by 4oC?

• Changing Environments
In this unit you will explore the impacts that humans are having on our planet, for example 
what is desertification, will we ever run out of water and why are some animals facing 
extinction?



How are the students assessed?
There are three examinations at the end of year 11:

Component 1 – Assesses aspects from the three main themes you will have studied
Length of Exam: 1hr 45mins

Component 2 – A decision making exercise where you are given detailed information about 
a problem and have to decide on the best solution.
Length of Exam: 1hr 30mins

Component 3 – Fieldwork enquiry* examination where you will be tested on how fieldwork 
investigations should be completed and be given the opportunity to use your own 
experiences in this paper.

*The school gives students two opportunities to attend fieldwork in two different settings, 
for example a coastal study and an urban study.  


