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Studying GCSE English 
at Clayton Hall Academy

We are studying the AQA syllabus for :-

English Language 8700 and English Literature 8702.

Students will receive two separate GCSE grades.

Wherever possible, we timetable each class to have two teachers, one for each GCSE. 

All English staff are however, qualified to teach both courses.

We also have a number of staff who are experienced markers for AQA exams who provide 
regular training and moderation of exam marking to the English Department.



English Language 8700

All texts in the examination will be unseen but questions remain the same.

Paper 1: Explorations in Creative Reading and Writing (Fiction): 1 
hour 45 minutes: 50% of GCSE English Language

Paper 2: Writers' Viewpoints and Perspectives (Non-fiction): 1 hour 
45 minutes: 50% of GCSE English Language

Non-examination Assessment: Spoken Language 
This is teacher assessed and will not count towards the GCSE 
English Language grade. A separate grade will be awarded. (Pass; 
Merit; Distinction)



English Literature 8702.
All assessments are closed book (no texts allowed in the exam): any stimulus materials 
required will be provided as part of the assessment.

Paper 1: Shakespeare and the 19th-century novel: 1 hour 45 
minutes: 40% of GCSE English Literature
• Shakespeare play – ‘Macbeth’
• 19th Century novel – ‘A Christmas Carol’

Paper 2: Modern texts and poetry: 2 hours 15 minutes: 60% of 
GCSE English Literature
• Modern prose or drama texts – ‘An Inspector Calls’/’Blood 
Brothers’
• The AQA poetry anthology – 15 poems on the theme of Power 
and Conflict
• Unseen poetry



How does my learning in English so far 
prepare me for my GCSE’s?
• Comprehension on both fiction and non-fiction

• Writing fiction and non-fiction

• PETAL – used to analyse texts in both Literature and Language

• Literary texts (poetry, Shakespeare play)

• Vocabulary work

• Key terms such as metaphor, repetition etc

• Timed tasks and tests (including extended essay writing)

• Assessment maps and PLC’s



Careers in English
• Screen writing
• Publishing

• Estate Agent
• Copy Writing
• Law

• Advertising/marketing
• Web content writer

“But it’s also probably worth pointing out that even if your job 
isn't directly linked to English, you'll still need to write clearly 
to communicate with customers and colleagues. Particularly 
since people are using email and messaging for business 
communication now, rather than the telephone a lot of the 
time.” With thanks to Miss Carter! 

(Careers Advisor)


